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i IS YOUR BUSINESS PREPARED FOR DISASTER?

Businesses that recover quickly are those that plan in advance.

| This involves not only purchasing the right type and amount of

insurance, but also developing and maintaining an adequate disaster

§ recovery plan, according to the Insurance Information Institute

| (I.LL). The L.II. reminds businessowners that property damage

from disasters can destroy a business. Fortunately there are steps
you can take to be prepared.

& Minimize Risk of Damage

e\ Minimize the risk of damage in advance of an emergency by doing

% the following:

B . Train employees in fire safety, particularly those responsible for

storage areas, housekeeping, maintenance and operations where

open flames or flammable substances are used.

*  Modernize electrical systems; faulty wiring causes a large percentage of nonresidential fires.

» Situate your business in a fire-resistant building — a structure made of non-combustible materials with
firewalls that create barriers to the spread of fires — and in a building with a fire alarm system connected to
the local fire department. It is also a good idea to have a sprinkler system to douse fires.

* Limit storm-related damage by making sure the building conforms to damage-resistant building codes.

Have a Plan

To protect your business, develop and maintain a disaster recovery plan:

*  Keep up-to-date duplicate records of both computerized and written records. Under federal law, if
companies fail to maintain and safeguard accurate business records, the company may still be held liable.
(For example, in the event of a data breach.)

e Identify the critical business activities and resources needed to support them in order to maintain customer
service while your business is closed for repairs.

* Plan for the worst possible scenario. Do research before a disaster strikes by finding alternative facilities,

equipment and supplies, and locating qualified contractors to repair your facility. P T———






